
What is the problem:
Under Oregon Administrative Rule 

(OAR) 635-006-0225 (5), it is unlawful 

for any fish buyer, canner, or buyer 

in possession of legally purchased 

steelhead trout or walleye from treaty 

Indians to sell or distribute such fish in 

Oregon except to another wholesale fish 

dealer, canner or buyer.

The Umatilla, Warm Springs, Yakama, 

and Nez Perce tribes are asking 

Oregon to modify its regulations to 

allow for Oregon retail sales of treaty-

caught steelhead and walleye.

OAR 635-006-225 bans the sale 

or distribution of tribally caught 

steelhead and walleye and that 

conflicts with the intent of Oregon 

Revised Statute (ORS) 509.031(c), 

which states, “Nothing in this section is 

intended to affect Indian fishing rights 

as granted by federal treaties.” 

Oregon currently allows the retail 

sales of Columbia Basin farm-raised 

steelhead and steelhead harvested 

from areas outside of the Columbia 

Basin. Tribally harvested Columbia 

River steelhead, however, can only 

be sold out of state. Wholesale fish 

buyers are forced to sell any Columbia 

River steelhead to California, 

Washington, or even the East Coast. 

This regulation not only discriminates 

against the treaty tribes’ fishery, it 

harms local Oregon businesses and 

keeps Oregonians from enjoying 

a local resource caught in Oregon 

waters. 

What are we asking:
The tribes would like Oregon to 

modify the existing language in OAR 

635-006-0225 to allow the retail sale 

and distribution of tribally caught 

steelhead trout and walleye in the 

State of Oregon. This modification 

would make OAR 365-006-0225 

consistent with the intent of the ORS. 

What this does mean:
This change would allow Columbia 

River steelhead harvested by Indian 

fishers under their federally reserved 

tribal treaty fishing right to enter 

Oregon’s retail commerce. Harvested 

fish could be sold through wholesale 

fish buyers to Oregon markets, 

restaurants, and grocery stores. 

What this doesn’t mean:
The tribal harvest rate of steelhead 

will not change. The only thing 

that will change is access by local 

markets and business to tribally 

caught fish from the Columbia River. 

Tribal harvest of steelhead is carefully 

regulated under the US v. Oregon 

Fisheries Management Agreement 

and ESA biological opinion. The 

tribes remain committed to the 

successful implementation of the US v. 

Oregon agreement and the harvest 

schedules for steelhead outlined in 

the agreement. 
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Walleye
Walleye are native to Canada and 
the upper Midwest. They were 
unfortunately introduced into 
the Columbia Basin, where they 
prey on native fish. Tribal fishers 
do not target walleye in the 
commercial fishery. Removing 
some walleye will benefit native 
fish, including salmon listed for 
protection under the ESA.
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The Steelhead and Walleye Sales Rule
This rule is bad for Oregon 
Indian fishers, Oregon 
consumers, and the Oregon 
economy
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Reasons to support a change to the  
Steelhead and Walleye Sales Rule:
Fairness and Equality. 
Tribal fishers along the Columbia 
River are currently excluded from 
Oregon markets that allow retail 
sale of steelhead from other areas. 
As written, the current regulation 
only applies to the Columbia 
River and does not apply to 
steelhead caught in other areas.  
This unfairly restricts Columbia 
River tribal fishers from these 
markets.

Economics for Oregon. 
In 2011, the tribal fishery caught 
31,602 steelhead in the mainstem 
Columbia River. Approximately 
170,000 pounds were sold. That 
means more than $500,000 in 
retail sales occurred in states 
other than Oregon. Oregon’s 
tribally caught steelhead are 
retailed out of the state while 
Oregon businesses are importing 
an out-of-state product.  Oregon 
should support its local fishers, 
consumers and businesses. 

Oregon’s Statutory Intent. 
Oregon Revised Statute 509.031 
(3) clearly states, “Nothing in this 
section is intended to affect Indian 
fishing rights as granted by federal 
treaties.” Oregon Administrative 
Rule 635-006-225 bans the sale 
or distribution of tribally caught 
steelhead and walleye which 
conflicts with the intent of the 
Oregon Statute. 
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Warm Springs tribal members dipnet fishing off scaffolds at Sherar’s Falls on the Deschutes River.




